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CONTENTS

Binocular Selection Guidebook



Binoculars ð

Basic Knowledge
Main names and functions

Eyecup

Eyepiece

lens

Focusing knobPOWERED IS button*

Image Stabilizer 

button

Objective lens

Dioptric

adjustment ring

Strap mount
Battery chamber

cover

Indicator lamp

IS= Image Stabilizer
The higher the magnification factor of a pair of binoculars

is, the more prominent image shaking appears, resulting

in loss of image clarity, and preventing long periods of use.

All Canon binoculars are equipped with image stabilization

functions using technology in the development and

manufacture of camera lenses. This feature provides a

clear, stable field of view in all scenes.ISON

1

The photo shows CANON BINOCULARS

10 x 32 IS. Non-Canon products may not
have an IS button.

Dioptric

adjustment scale

*POWERED IS is only available on the 14 32 IS, 12 32 IS and 10 32 IS.



T y p e s  o f  B i n o c u l a r s

[Meaning of numbers and letters in the model name]

10˷32  IS
Magnification

of binoculars

Objective lens 

effective diameter

Image stabilizer

function

C a n o n  b i n o c u l a r  m o d e l s  a n d  c a t e g o r i e s

There are various models of binoculars available with 

different combinations of magnification, objective lenses, 

and effective diameters to fit any situation and use.

The larger the 
magnification, the 

closer objects 

appear, however 

image shake may 

occur.

The larger the 
effective diameter, 

the brighter objects 

appear, however, 

the binoculars will 

be larger.

The IS function 
stabilizes even 

high magnification 

viewing for a clear 

image.

2

H
o

w
 to

 c
h
o

o
s
e

 b
in

o
c
u
la

rs
C

h
o

o
s
e

 b
y
 p

u
rp

o
s
e

P
ro

d
u
c
t fe

a
tu

re
s

G
lo

s
s
a
ry

NEW

10 42L ISWP

12 36 IS III

15 50 IS

18 50 IS

10 30 IS II

8x

10x

12x

14x

18x

10 20 IS

8 20 IS

10 32 IS

12 32 IS

14 32 IS

Compact

binoculars
(25mm and lower)

Medium diameter

binoculars
(30mm range)

Large diameter

binoculars
(40mm and above)



Look into the right side only.

Next, look into the right side only and turn the dioptric

correction ring until the object focused with the left

eye looks sharp.

Youõre ready 
to use the binoculars!

First, look into the left side only and turn the focus

adjustment knob until the object is in focus.

Near Far

Look into the left side only.

Adjust eyecups for users with or without glasses.

The L/R field of view should overlap to form a single

circle. This reduces eye strain.

Adjusting the eyecup

height makes it easier

to see when wearing

glasses.

How to Use
Binoculars

Good!Badé

Rotating typeFolding type

Because Canon binoculars are equipped 

with an IS function, the image is stable, 

making it easy to focus.

Point

3

1

Adjust the L/R eye width of the ocular lens.

2

Adjust the focus with the left eye only.

3

Adjust the diopter with the right eye only.

4



Tricks to prevent shaking

How much you can prevent shaking is an important point

for comfortable binocular use.

See the following points for how to reduce shaking.

Keep both arms against 
your body.Point1

Lean against a tree or railing.Point 2

Use binoculars with an image stabilizer function.Point 3

Find a nearby tree, railing, 

or wall to lean against. This 

will keep your body from 

shaking, and prevent the 

binoculars from moving too 

much.

The most effective method for preventing shaking is to use binoculars with an IS function.

This feature is particularly useful for high magnification binoculars, and for preventing eye

strain when using binoculars for long periods of time, such as at concerts.

Firmly hold the binoculars with both hands 

and keep both arms against your body. 

Holding them too tightly can cause blurring, 

so make sure to relax your shoulders and 

hold the binoculars steady.

IS ON

Non-Canon products may not have an IS button.
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Choose by 

magnification
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n

(Image)

8x

10x

12x

14x

L
im
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r h
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d
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e
ld

 v
ie

w
in

g

Without IS With IS

Without IS With IS

Without IS With IS

Shaking becomes prominent when going

beyond 8x on general binoculars, making
them difficult to use comfortably or for long

periods of time.

Use binoculars with an IS function or

purchase an adapter for using a tripod
when using high-magnification binoculars.

12 32 IS

14 32 IS

5

Without IS 
8 20 IS

10 20 IS

1x
(Naked eye)

With IS



How to use binoculars

Difference between binocular magnification 
and camera zoom magnification

There are various models of binoculars available with 

different combinations of magnification, objective lenses, 

and effective diameters to fit any situation and use.

The magnification of binoculars means that images appear the same when the actual distance is
reduced to 1/[magnification]. For example, images will appear the same size when the same object

is viewed at a distance of 10 m with the naked eye, and at a distance of 100 m when viewed at 10x

with binoculars. Remember that the 10x and 15x zoom factor on a camera indicates the zoom

factor of the lensôwide angle base point, making the criteria different than the magnification of

binoculars.

10 m 100 m

10x

Comparison with camera lens focal length

When a 50mm standard lens (35mm equivalent), which is the closest angle of view to the human

eye, is assumed to be 1x, the value multiplied by the magnification of the binoculars is equivalent

to the focal length of a 35mm camera lens. For example, a 10x binocular magnification is

equivalent to a 500mm super-telephoto lens. The longer the focal length, the more likely camera

shake becomes, making use more comfortable with an IS function.

Note that these are merely estimates and figures will differ depending on the type and model of binoculars.

Size when viewed by 

the naked eye from a 

distance of 10 m

Size when viewed from 

with binoculars at 10x 

magnification and a 

distance of 100 m
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Ex. 10x binoculars

100 m 10 = 10 m

50 mm ú 10x =   approx. 500 mm equivalent

Human v isual field

(1x)

Magnification of

binoculars

Focal length

(35mm equivalent)



ȕ25 mm

ȕ32 mm

ȕ50 mm

Actual size
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8˷25 IS

10˷32 IS

15˷50 IS
ALLWEATHER

Compact

binoculars

Medium diameter

binoculars

Large diameter

binoculars

7

Choose by objective lens 

effective diameter

Effective diameter of
25 mm and lower
Greater portability for travel, 

concerts, and spectator sports.

Effective diameter in 
30 mm range
Standard type with a balance 

of portability and brightness.

Effective diameter of 
40 mm and higher
Focus on brightness for use in 

dark scenes such as dawn 

and dusk.


